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To Whom It May Concern:  The ancient site of Antinoupolis has been 
greatly damaged by villagers from the nearby village of el Sheikh Abada 
in the last few years.  These photos show proof of this damage.

Above and right: granite column base of 
Roman Emperor Hadrian preserved in 
place until February 2012.
Below:  the same column base removed 
with a big hole dug underneath it and the 
column base dumped into the hole after - 
destruction discovered in October 2012.



Tomb dug illegally by villag-
ers in 2012.  Above and right: 
details of bone, textiles and 
pottery.  Below: general view.



Remains of ancient Antinoupolis city wall covered by modern cemetery:  Both photos taken 
in same location in 2012.  Top:  looking north where preserved mounds of city wall still exist 
in two parallel rows - modern cemetery at right.  Bottom:  looking south from same location 
where parallel mounds of city walls are now completely covered by modern tombs all built 
since the January 2011 Revolution.
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Extensive damage, looting and digging was done by the villagers in 2012 to the North Cem-
etery Area, called ‘Mariam’ by the villagers.  At top is a photo from 2010.  The area circled is 
shown in a detail photo from October of 2012 at bottom.  The columns have been overturned 
and many holes have been dug.  Damage like this was done to the entire North Cemetery 
Area.



Often the villagers inten-
tionally damage the site 
while archaeological work 
is taking place.  At top is 
a photo of archaeologi-
cal work in progress taken 
on 27 October 2012.  The 
villagers came during the 
night  of 29 October while 
archaeologists were sleep-
ing and destroyed these 
walls before they could be 
fully studied.  The photo at 
bottom shows this destruc-
tion.  The photo was made 
in the morning of 30 Octo-
ber 2012.



Above: general view from the west of the work on 24 October before the destruction.
Below: general view of the work from south on the morning of 30 October showing the 
destruction made by the villagers the previous night.
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Right:  Children are always 
eager to have their photo 
made, except for these 
children.  These children 
are running away from the 
photographer because they 
were doing illegal digging, 
and they know (or their 
parents have told them) that 
the archaeologists must not 
see them because they will 
get in trouble.  The sieves 
they are carrying (which are 
circled) are NOT used for 
agricultural work, but only 
used for sifting soil to fi nd 
antiquities to sell on the 
black market.

Above:  The children of the village are often made to do the illegal digging and looting by 
the adults.  Almost every day the archaeologists are working, they see children with shovels 
and sieves (wood hoops with wire mesh for sifting dirt to look for coins and objects to sell on 
the black market).   Above is a photo of children holding shovels which they were just at that 
moment using to make holes in the ancient city to look for antiquities to sell.  This photo was 
taken in October of 2012.  In the background is the mound of the destroyed ancient city wall 
with illegal tombs on top of it which have been built since the January 2011 Revolution.
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Left:  The Istituto Papirologico’s topo-
graphical map from 1985 of the hippo-
drome showing the closest tomb of the 
modern cemetery (the “Cimitero Mu-
sulmano”) is still a distance away from 
the hippodrome, and the north mounds 
of the hippodrome are intact.
Below:  A topographical survey com-
pleted by the Istituto Papirologico on 4 
February 2013 showing that the north 
mounds of the hippodrome have been 
completely fl attened by a bulldozer to 
create squares for new cemetery plots.

Closest tomb in 1985

Area fl attened by bulldozer for new tombs 
between October 2012 and February 2013.
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To Whom It May Concern:  Th e ancient site of Antinoupolis has been greatly 
damaged by villagers from the nearby village of el Sheikh Abada since the 
January 2011 Revolution.  Th e following description provides details of this 
damage.
- In the east area of the ancient site large granite column pieces from the reign of the 
Roman emperor Hadrian have been moved from their original location and large holes for 
looting have been dug in the ground beneath them.
- In the north east area of the ancient site many, many ancient tombs have been illegally 
dug out by the villagers and looted.
- Th e ancient enclosure wall of the city on the east has had modern tombs built on top of 
it, and the modern cemetery continues to expand on top of the ancient cemetery.
- In the east area of the city near the enclosure wall a very large area - about 1 hectare 
(2.5 acres) - has been completely dug up with many holes and looted between February 2012 
and October 2012.  Th e villagers said that many papyrus pieces were found in these holes and 
have now been sold on the black market.  Nearby this large area during the same period many 
smaller looting holes have been made in the mounds of archaeological remains of the city.
- In the area known as the North Cemetery (called “Mariam” by the villagers to the 
north of the ancient city) a large part of the area previously excavated by archaeologists with 
standing limestone columns and mud brick walls has been destroyed.  Mud brick walls and 
limestone columns have been pushed over, and many looting holes have been dug.
- Near the North Cemetery in an area where archaeologists were working in October, 
villagers came at night during the time when the archaeologists were working and destroyed 
mud brick walls and dug holes for looting in the area of the archaeologists’ work.  Th is damage 
was done at night while the archaeologists were sleeping and before they could even photo-
graph or document their work.
- On the east side of the village of el Sheikh Abada part of an ancient archaeological 
mound has been removed so that a new house can be built.
- Also on the east side of the village of el Sheikh Abada, new houses are being built on 
top of the ancient city in the area where the famous triumphal arch once stood which was 
documented in ‘La Description de l’Egypte.’
- In the wadi which runs through the middle of the ancient city heavy equipment is 
being used for sand and gravel mining.  Th is work is scraping up against the archaeological 
mounds of the city and causing some parts of the archaeological mounds to collapse.
- To the east of the ancient city the modern cemetery is being expanded in all directions.  
It is being built on top of the ancient city wall, on top of part of the ancient hippodrome (the 
only ancient hippodrome remaining in Egypt - part of the ancient hippodrome has already 
been dug away to allow this), and on top of an ancient Roman cemetery to the north of the 
modern cemetery.
- New crops (agricultural reclamation) are being planted extensively to the north of the 
city’s enclosure wall covering an area which is an ancient cemetery.  Th ey are being planted 
inside the city wall itself in its north east part.  And new crop squares (marking future agri-
cultural expansion) have been plowed into the ground through ancient material in the north 
wadi where archaeologists are working on the Roman cemetery and throughout the northeast 
corner of the ancient city inside the ancient enclosure wall.

Can the Ministry of Antiquities please make an inspection and send 
guards who are not from the village of el Sheik Abada to protect this 
important ancient site?  Th ank you!


